
Primer on Child Support in Georgia



A Little About Me Personally

• I’m not from Louisiana
• In Atlanta for 16 years now

• Grew up in a combination of Maine & New York

• Undergrad at Binghamton University
• No football team

• Albany Law School in Upstate New York

• I live in Marietta with my two boys:  Christopher (13) and Eric (10)



A Little About Me Professionally

• Litigated for 14 years before joining the Judicial Council/Administrative Office of 
the Courts in August 2019

• I serve as Michelle Barclay’s Assistant Division Director
• Communications, Children, Families, and the Courts.

• I wear 4 hats
• Communications

• Georgia Courts Journal, community engagement around 3 civic holidays, a host of other initiatives 

• Staff for the Judicial Council’s Access to Justice Committee

• Staff for the Supreme Court’s Justice for Children Committee

• Staff Attorney for the Georgia Child Support Commission



What is the Georgia Child Support 
Commission?

• It is NOT DCSS

• DCSS is a DHS agency which stands for the Division of Child Support Services
• Establish paternity; establish, enforce, and modify child support orders for specific cases

• Parent/Non-Parent Custodian applies directly to agency for services
• Referred from DFCS

• Child Support Commission is made up of 15 Members appointed by the Governor
• 3 Superior Court Judges

• 1 Justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia or a Judge of the Georgia Court of Appeals of Georgia

• 2 members of the Georgia House of Representatives

• 2 members of the Georgia Senate

• 7 other members

• Can anyone tell me who serves as the Chair of the Georgia Child Support Commission?  He’s 
pretty famous in the J4C world…..



Who Serves on the Georgia Child Support 
Commission?

Juvenile Court Judge R. Michael Key, Chair

Charles C. “Chuck” Clay, Esq. Superior Court Judge Lisa G. Colbert

Kathleen Connell, Esq., Chair Stat. Rev. Subcomm. Representative Houston Gaines

Senator Emanuel Jones Juvenile Court Judge Lisa Jones

Supreme Court Justice Shawn LaGrua Superior Court Judge Emory Palmer

Regina Quick, Esq., Chair Tech. & Calc. Subcomm. Representative Bonnie Rich

Christina L. Scott, J.D.  Senator Brian Strickland

Dr. Roger C. Tutterow, Chair Economic Subcomm. Superior Court Judge Connie L. Williford



What is the Purpose of the Georgia Child 
Support Commission?
• Purpose set by statute at O.C.G.A. § 19-6-50 and § 19-6-53

• To study and collect information and data relating to awards of child support 

• To create and revise the child support obligation table 

• To conduct a comprehensive review of the child support guidelines, economic 
conditions, and all matters relevant to maintaining effective and efficient child 
support guidelines

• Develop and maintain a child support calculator 

• Develop and provide training for judges, attorneys, and litigants



Philosophical Underpinning of Child Support

“… to achieve the state policy of affording to children of 
unmarried parents, to the extent possible, the same 

economic standard of living enjoyed by children living in 
intact families consisting of parents with similar financial 

means.”  O.C.G.A 19-6-15 (c)(1).



How is the amount of child support 
determined?

• Previously, percentage of gross income of the non-custodial 
parent

• Changed in 2007 to the “income shares model”

• O.C.G.A. 19-6-15

• Buckle up!



One Set of Child Support Guidelines for 
State
• Only one set of child support guidelines in each state

• 45 CFR § 302.56

• Commission provides the calculator to be used in all cases when determining child 
support



Non-Parent Custodian Cases



Steps to Calculate Child Support

•Use the Georgia Child Support Calculator

•Previously two versions: Excel and online

•Exclusively online since October 2018

•csc.georgiacourts.gov  



Steps to Calculate Child Support
Schedule A
• Determine the gross monthly income of both the mother and the father 

and make entries on Schedule A

• Income defined very broadly in the statute

• 23 different categories of income including:

• Wages

• lottery winnings

• Income from trusts

• Income may be imputed

• Formerly a bright line rule to impute income at minimum wage for 40 hours/week

• Since 2017, 16-factor list to consider



Schedule A



Steps to Calculate Child Support 
Schedule B 
• Adjust either or both parent’s gross monthly income on Schedule B if any of the 

following are applicable to the case:

1. Self-employment taxes paid

2. Qualified children (not stepchildren)

3. Pre-existing child support orders



Steps to Calculate Child Support 
BCSO Amount 
• Calculator will add each parent’s adjusted income together to arrive at 

the combined adjusted gross income

• For the most basic child support calculation you need to know the 
combined adjusted gross income and the number of children for whom 
support is being determined

• Calculator draws from the Basic Child Support Obligation Table

• Calculator divides the combined adjusted income into each parent’s 
adjusted gross income to calculate each parent’s pro rata share of the 
BCSO

• Calculator multiplies each parent’s pro rata percentage by the Basic 
Child Support Obligation amount to determine each parent’s child 
support responsibility. 



BCSO Table 



Schedule D – “Additional Expenses”

• If there are health insurance premiums and/or work related childcare 
costs, insert these costs on Schedule D 

• These costs are handled outside of the BCSO table because they vary 
considerably in different parts of the state 

• After Scheduled D expenses have been accounted for, you’ve reached 
the “presumptive amount” of child support



Schedule E - Deviations

• Deviations entered on Scheduled E may be used to adjust the 
presumptive amount of child support upward or downward

• Must be supported by written findings 
• Reasons for the deviation

• Amount child support would have been absent the deviation

• how the best interest of the child for whom support is being determined will be 
served by deviating from the presumptive amount of child support.



Low Income Deviation

• Can be used sua sponte by the court

• Statutory minimum of $100 for the first child and $50 for each 
additional child



Child Support Worksheet



Guidelines

• OCGA 19-6-15 are “guidelines”

• Ultimately in the court's discretion 

• Judge must make final determination of child support
• Best interest of the child

• Obligor's earnings, income, and other evidence of the obligor's ability to pay

• Basic subsistence needs of the parents

• Basic subsistence needs of the child for whom support is to be provided



Recap:

• The most basic child support calculation requires you to know the combined 
income of the parents and the number of children being supported

• Impute income, if necessary

• Use child support calculator to determine a presumptive amount of child support

• If needed, reduce or Increase the presumptive amount of child support by adding a 
deviation on Schedule E of the child support calculator



2022 Economic Study



Public Comments to the Commission

• At the end of every full Commission meeting

• Subject to the Open Meetings Act

• Details always posted on the Commission’s website well in advance of meeting

• At the second of two “public listening sessions”  on 9/23/2021. Please 
register in advance through the Commission’s website.

• csc.georgiacourts.gov



Trainings

• Monthly Trainings via Zoom
• Given by Staff of the Child Support Comm.

• Demonstrates the calculator live by screen 
sharing

• 1 hour followed by Q&A

• Qualified for 1 hour of CLE and/or CE

• On demand videos on Commission’s website
• In plain English

• Intended for parents, especially self-represented 
litigants

• Broken into eight segments  



Hot Topics in Child Support

• “Right-Sized Orders”  

• Please do not use the non-specific deviation in lieu of the low-income deviation.  

• Excel is extinct

• Low Income Deviation

• Parenting Time Deviation



Questions & Discussion



Contact Information

Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez, Staff Attorney
noelle.lagueux-avlarez@georgiacourt.gov

Elaine Johnson, Executive Program Manager
elaine.johnson@georgiacourts.gov

Latoinna Lawrence, Program Coordinator
latoinna.lawrence@georgiacourts.gov


