
DATA REPORT
Diana Rugh Johnson, JD, CWLS

Director, Court Improvement Program



FOSTERING COURT IMPROVEMENT
www.fosteringcourtimprovement.org



WHO ARE WE?
Bartow Fannin Oconee

Catoosa Forsyth Paulding

Chatham Fulton Pickens

Chattooga Gilmer Polk

Clarke Gordon Richmond

Clayton Gwinnett Rockdale

Cobb Hall Towns

Coweta Heard Troup

Dade Houston Union

Dawson Lumpkin Walker

DeKalb Murray White

Douglas Newton Whitfield

?



WHERE ARE WE?
CII NON-CII



CHILD POPULATION OF GEORGIA
2.5 million

CII
60%

non-CII
40%



SUBSTANTIATED NEGLECT CASES

• CII counties have 
half as many 
substantiated 
neglect cases as 
non-CII counties

• Note that child 
poverty is also 
lower in CII counties



CHILD POVERTY RATES 
IN CII COUNTIES

• State rate = 18%

• Non-CII average = 22%

• CII average = 16%
• Low poverty rates in Cobb and 

Gwinnett skew CII average down



NON-CII MONTHLY NEGLECT 
VICTIMS PER 10K IN CY 2020

• State rate = 1.1

• Range = 0.0 to 10.48



CII MONTHLY NEGLECT 
VICTIMS PER 10K IN CY 2020

• State rate = 1.1

• Range = 0.1 to 4.9



REMOVALS

• Removals in CII 
counties are 35% 
lower than in non-
CII counties

• Non-CII = 2.0

• State = 1.6

• CII = 1.3



FOSTER CARE

• CII children spend 28% 
fewer days separated 
from family

• Non-CII = 14,974

• State = 11,485

• CII = 9,336



CONGREGATE CARE

• CII counties have 
40% fewer children 
in congregate care

• Non-CII = 5.7

• State = 4.3

• CII = 3.4



FOSTER CARE 
PER DIEM

• 33% lower foster 
care per diem costs

• Non-CII = 99,210 

• State = 78,745

• CII = 66,147



PLACEMENT MOVES

• Placement moves are a 
little higher in CII counties

• CII = 4.7

• State = 4.1 

• Non-CII = 3.5



TPR RATES



ADOPTIONS

• State average = 12.04



REUNIFICATIONS

• Reunifications are faster 
in CII counties

• CII 49%

• State = 45.85%

• Non-CII 42%



CII REUNIFICATIONS

• State rate = 45.85%

• Range 0 to 90%



SHORT STAYS ARE A 
CONTRIBUTING FACTOR

• High 12-month 
reunification rate driven 
by short stays in CII 
counties



DISCHARGES TO RUNAWAY

• CII counties have 
double the rate of 
discharges to runaway

• CII:  9.1 discharges per 
1million children in 
population

• State:  7.2

• Non-CII:  4.2





QUESTIONS?


