
Navigating Review Hearings
With Special Emphasis on the Initial Review



HEARINGS & EVIDENCE



Aren’t Reviews
Informal?



ITIO C.H., 343 Ga. App. 1 (2017) 



ITIO C.H., 343 Ga. App. 1 (2017) 





Hearsay at Review Hearings

(f) The court may consider any evidence, including hearsay 

evidence, that the court finds to be relevant, reliable, and 

necessary to determine the needs of a child adjudicated as a 

dependent child and the most appropriate case plan and 

permanency plan.  (O.C.G.A. § 15-11-216, effective Jan 1. 

2022)





The “informality” of review hearings consists entirely in the fact that 

hearsay is admissible over objection.



Why An Adversarial System

We are adversarial about EVIDENCE.

We are not adversarial about PEOPLE.

We are merely testing the reliability of facts. 





EVIDENCE = Facts a judge is allowed to 
use to create conclusions of law that 
bind the parties.



The 3 main ways judges can learn facts:

1. Sworn testimony of witnesses;

2. Properly-admitted documents, photos, 
etc.

3. Stipulations of the parties.



Legally speaking, judges know nothing 
except what is put into evidence at the 
hearing before them.



The following are not evidence:

1. The judge’s recollection of former cases 
& hearings (even in the same case).

2. The judge’s notes.

3. Off-the-record conversations.

4. Documents that have not been admitted 
into evidence.





THE MECHANICS OF THE 
REVIEW HEARING





At the initial 75 day periodic review, the court shall approve the completion of the 

relative search, schedule the subsequent four-month review to be conducted by 

the court or a judicial citizen review panel, and shall determine:

(1) Whether a child adjudicated as a dependent child continues to be a dependent 

child;

(2) Whether the existing case plan is still the best case plan for such child and his 

or her family and whether any changes need to be made to the case plan, 

including whether a concurrent case plan for nonreunification is appropriate;

(3) The extent of compliance with the case plan by all participants;

(4) The appropriateness of any recommended changes to such child's placement;

(5) Whether appropriate progress is being made on the permanency plan;



(6) Whether all legally required services are being provided to a child adjudicated 

as a dependent child, his or her foster parents if there are foster parents, and his 

or her parent, guardian, or legal custodian;

(7) Whether visitation is appropriate and, if so, approve and establish a 

reasonable visitation schedule consistent with the age and developmental needs 

of a child adjudicated as a dependent child;

(8) Whether, for a child adjudicated as a dependent child who is 14 years of age or 

older, the services needed to assist such child to make a transition from foster 

care to independent living are being provided; and

(9) Whether reasonable efforts continue to be made to prevent or eliminate the 

necessity of such child's removal from his or her home and to reunify the family 

after removal of a child adjudicated as a dependent child, unless reasonable 

efforts were not required. 

O.C.G.A. § 15-11-216(c)
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